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THE PATH OF PEACE 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 
 

John 14:23-31 

23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will 

love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 Whoever does not 

love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the 

Father's who sent me. 

 

25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Helper, the 

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring 

to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace 

I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, 

neither let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will 

come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the 

Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you before it takes 

place, so that when it does take place you may believe. 30 I will no longer talk much 

with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me, 31 but I do as the 

Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise, 

let us go from here. 

 

 

Just prime the pump. That’s what it says on the piece of paper that he finds inside the 

old tin can. The old tin can was just hanging there from an old-fashioned water pump, 

the kind used to bring water up from a well. He hadn’t noticed that old tin can at first. 

He had just grabbed the pump handle and started pumping as hard as he could. He 

is so thirsty. He’s been walking for hours. After he left the road to cut out across the 

desert. After his car had broken down. After he had turned off the main highway to 
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take a shortcut he’d found on the map. Now, here he was in the middle of the desert, 

in the middle of nowhere when he stumbles into this old town. It’s completely 

deserted… just a few old shacks. It’s probably an old mining camp.  

 

He doesn’t care about that. He was just relieved that this old ghost town has a water 

well. That is, until he couldn’t get any water to come out of it. But that’s when he 

noticed the old tin can, hanging from the well pump handle. He pulled that old tin 

can off of the pump handle, took out the piece of paper, and now he’s read it. It says 

the well has water in it. But the washer inside the well pump gets dry and won’t work. 

The pump has to be primed. The piece of paper goes on to say that the water 

needed to prime the pump is inside a bottle buried underneath this here rock. Dig up 

the bottle, open it, don’t drink it, you’ll need all of it to prime the pump. Just prime the 

pump, the piece of paper says. Once you prime the pump, you’ll have all the water 

you need. Then, refill the bottle and bury it under the rock again. Well, he digs up that 

bottle of water, takes the stopper out of it, and he is so thirsty, he is just so thirsty that he 

puts the bottle to his parched lips, lifts it up, and gulps it down.    

 

You would say that the man in this parable has a tendency to take shortcuts. And you 

would be right, and those shortcuts are going to be the death of him. But shortcuts are 

what the world offers. To those who thirst for peace, the world offers shortcuts.  

There is a thirst, an aching thirst, for peace.  

 

Peace is what Jesus promised His disciples. When the Bible speaks of peace, one thinks 

of sanity, serenity, wholeness, home, shalom, peace, a deep and lasting 

companionship, no fears, no grudges, and being at peace with whom you are. The 

peace Jesus promised to His disciples includes all of that. His peace begins with a 

deep and lasting companionship with God. Jesus and the Father would make their 

home with Jesus’ disciples.  Jesus’ death and resurrection would be the means for 

reconciliation with God.  It would be the means for one’s sins to be forgiven. In that 

forgiveness is companionship with God. In that forgiveness is power to lay aside all 

grudges and to even forgive oneself, to be at peace with oneself. In that reconciled 

relationship with God, all fears are driven away by God’s perfect love, perfectly 

expressed in the giving of His Son to die and to rise for us.  
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Jesus promised His disciples such peace. He still does. But His path of peace, the way 

of peace, the road of peace has no shortcuts nor is it easy. The path of peace is to 

deny oneself, take up one’s cross, and follow Jesus. That means giving up control of 

one’s life, surrendering control to Jesus, following Him on the path that He takes, even 

if it means we will suffer.  

 

Of course, the world offers shortcuts to peace, its own versions of peace, that promise 

you won’t have to suffer. Folks like the man who did not stay on the highway and did 

not prime the pump: Well, the world entices such people who love shortcuts. The world 

says to them that the way to peace is by enjoying the pleasures of this world. Or the 

way to peace is through personal achievement, success, and bragging rights. The 

world even offers a kind of peace arrived at by being jealous and envious of others. 

Oh, the world doesn’t sell it as jealousy or envy. It sells it as the peace of knowing that 

you are better than others. It is the peace of knowing that you’ve had to work a lot 

harder than others for what you have. Which is just a mask for how jealous and envious 

you are of all the wealth and the toys they have.  

 

I don’t think you and I typically fall for these shortcuts. Yes, you and I thirst for peace. 

We know, though, that what the world is offering is not true peace. Yet, as you and I 

walk the path of peace, we have our moments. Moments when we are afraid worried, 

anxious about where Jesus is leading us. Fear or worry causes us to ask “What if?” 

What if you use up the entire bottle of water just to prime the pump, and it still doesn’t 

work? What if the well is dry? What if all I can see up ahead is darkness? It’s gonna be 

bad. What if all you can see up ahead is death? Then, you can become afraid, 

worried, and anxious. Fear, worry, and anxiety are not peace. They do not lead to 

peace. They do not guide our footsteps into the way of peace. Instead, they cause us 

to hang back, to hold back. How often it is fear or worry that leads us to not so closely 

follow Jesus, but instead to make the wrong choices, often in an attempt to avoid 

suffering.  
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God wants more for us than that. God cares about you and me. In our Old Testament, 

He says He is our Shepherd. Yes, He has called us to follow Him, to deny ourselves, to 

take up our cross and follow Him even through the valley of the shadow of death. But 

by His grace, by His loving care, His rod and staff protect us from our enemies. Suffering 

is not our enemy. His rod and staff protect us from our real enemies, fear, worry, and 

anxiety. He enables us to fear no evil but to keep following Him.  

 

In our New Testament we see this same grace of God who cares about us. In Mark 10, 

we read about how the disciples were on the road to Jerusalem. Jesus was leading 

the way. They were following Him as He had called them to do. But night had come. 

This was the last and fatal journey to Jerusalem. The darkness deepens. Mark tells us 

the disciples had become afraid. Jesus was leading the way. He was striding ahead. 

They did not want to hang back, but they could see nothing ahead except darkness 

and death. Fear was holding them. So, Jesus took them aside, Mark says, and 

explained to them again what was going to happen. He didn’t tell them a fairy tale. 

He didn’t beat around the bush. He didn’t promise them an easy time of it. He told 

them that He would be betrayed, condemned to death by the leaders of the people, 

handed over to the Gentiles to be mocked, flogged, and killed. And that in three days 

He would rise. He was telling them to keep following Him into the darkness and the 

pain of bearing the cross and they would come out at last into the light of the open 

tomb. And those Words helped them. His gracious and caring words enabled them to 

keep going and to follow Him into Jerusalem.  

 

God cares us about you and me. So, He sends us His Holy Spirit. He gives us His Holy 

Spirit. He fills us thirsting people with the living water, the Holy Spirit. It’s the Holy Spirit 

who brings God’s caring and grace into our hearts. To fortify us, to strengthen our 

resolve, to put steel in our backs to keep walking, to keep following and if need be it is 

the Holy Spirit who carries us along the path. He does this through our hearing and 

meditating upon God’s Words, Jesus’ Words. He does this through hymns, music, 

prayer, the Lord’s Supper, the daily remembrance of our Baptism and daily confession.  

 

 

 

 



 
5 

 

The Holy Spirit uses all of these tools to help us to remain on the path of peace, to deny 

ourselves, to surrender our will and lives to Jesus, to take up our cross and to follow 

Jesus. Trusting that He will quench our thirst for peace, sanity, serenity, home, shalom, 

peace. Trusting that He will be enough for now. God’s Words, singing hymns, praying 

to our dear Father, meditating upon Jesus and the reason why He would go to His own 

crucifixion are the tools of the Spirit that help us walk the path of peace, the peace 

that is enough for now but that will in the end be to overflowing. We follow Jesus even 

into darkness and death, but you and I will come out into His resurrection. We will 

come out into the light of our own open graves. At that end of the road where home 

awaits, Jesus will be waiting for you to give you peace.   

 

Amen 

 


